

















Moments that Matter

With Danejia, LMSW —
Eucalyptus Tree Coor

mployee since 2024
tor (youth grief support)

How does ort Cedar Valley Hospice's mission?

As the Euc tor, | bring our mission to life by making sure
often overlooked — aren't left to face their darkest
times alo rk in our schools and communities in our 15 area
counties, | nderstand how youth process death, while providing
ruly heard and validated. | am

side young people, showing them

able moments was with a young client who had been
plyAtruggling with the loss of her grandmother. During her school’s spirit
ided to dress up as me for "Hero Day," sharing that it was because
rough the hard things and make her feel happy again. Knowing
ovide that kind of comfort and safety for her during such a dark time
y blew me away. Seeing the tangible impact of our work in her is
omething that will stay with me forever, and it reminds me exactly why | do this.

VOLUNTEER FOCUS

2026 Mayors' Award Nominee:
Mary Shollenbarger

Danejia lives in Waterloo and is
a proud UNI alumnus. She loves
being part of and serving the
community while making a
positive impact. In her spare
time, she enjoys reading, visiting
the local Farmers Markets
and spending quality time
with loved ones.

Mary Shollenbarger, third from right, was recently
honored at the Mayors' Volunteer Awards. Mary
began volunteering with the Friends Committee
in 2023 and has since added participating in grief
mailings and being a patient-family volunteer.

In a short time, she has made an impact
supporting patients, staff and fundraising efforts
by selling T-shirts and raffle tickets, securing silent
auction items and decorations while promoting
our events. The heart behind her service is what
makes Mary special. After her husband Larry died
on our program, she turned her grief into purpose
and became a powerful ambassador for our
mission. Thank you, Mary, for all you do!

From left: Chief Executive Officer Michaela
Vandersee, Chief People Officer Katie Unland,
former volunteer Kathy McFarland, nominee
Mary Shollenbarger, Chief Growth Officer
Suzanne Benda and Volunteer Team Lead
Karen Sullivan.
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2026 ANNUAL SPONSORS

Thank you to all who support our compassionate care to patients, families and clients!
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Bill Colwell Ford
Burk & Julie Miehe
Casey & Laurie McLaughlin

Hilton Garden Inn
Huff Contracting
Joe & Susan Sands

C.R. Clark & Co. Locke Funeral Services
David & Gail Huser Kathryn Thede
Farmers State Bank Scheels

Geater Machining & Mfg. UAW Local #838
Hagarty-Waychoff-Grarup

Funeral Service

Edward Jones — Garrett Akins
Action Garage Builders Financial Resource Advisors
Action Signs (FRA) — Mike Hulme

Cedar Valley Medical First Bank
Specialists Gordon Flesch Company

Cardinal Construction Kaiser Corson Funeral Homes
Craft-Cochran Karen’s Print-Rite
Screenprint & Embroidery Magee Construction
Creative Planning PDCM Insurance
Duane Jasper, M.D. Roots Beauty Finery
Woolverton

Accel Wealth Management

LEADER

Beecher Law Firm, P.C.
Bergen Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Chapman Electric

GNB Bank

Medicap Compounding Center

Peoples Savings Bank
Ryan Pharmacy
Veridian Credit Union




